	
  

Saving Money and the Environment, One Farm at a Time
Why is this important?
Construction, remodeling, retrofitting, and layout
of key facilities on a small horse farm are essential
to the efficiency and ease of daily operation. Key
facilities include the barn, turnout areas, shelters
in turnout areas, and storage for feed, tack, and
bedding.
Layouts- Plan Ahead
The design of your farm should focus on efficiency, safety, and ease. One of the most cost- and labor-saving
things you can do is plan ahead on paper and become familiar with your land before you build. First, identify
and prioritize your goals. Determine the size and scope of your facility in accordance to the lay of the land, soil
quality, weather patterns, wildlife, and plant life. Observe where the runoff occurs, and how the wind blows so
that you can place your paddocks and orient your rooflines. Always plan with the idea of improving the land,
not using it until it dies. Become familiar with programs administered by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS), the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), and State Conservation Districts regarding water conservation, soil protection, erosion control, manure
management, and plant/wildlife protection. Remember that it is much easier to work with natural forces than
against them! Visit your town or county office and learn the zoning restrictions for agricultural properties before
you build to avoid headaches and fees down the road.
Retrofitting- The Eco-Friendly Way
Here are some simple steps you can take to lessen the environmental impact of your farm:
- Install gutters and downspouts on all buildings. This diverts fresh rainwater from high traffic areas,
lessening the amount of farm waste that enters nearby streams.
- Fence off ponds or streams. Planting trees as a natural barrier is also helpful in filtering the runoff as it
moves from your paddocks to the streams.
- Use automatic waterers. Though they may initially be more
expensive, these waterers only put forth enough water to be consumed in
one sitting. The rest of the water is kept clean and cool. This will save you
time and money in the long run.
- Reduce water waste by repairing leaky connections and wash horses
on permeable areas or near a rain garden.
- Develop a compost system for manure.
Composting reduces manure weight and volume by
40-65% and can kill parasites, pathogens, and weed seeds, making it more
useful to nature. Compost is also less odorous, more marketable, and a great
fertilizer for soil.
- Don’t over feed your horses. This creates fat horses, wasted money, and
excessive nutrients in manure.
- Set up your paddocks for rotational grazing. Grazing pastures uniformly helps
control weeds.
- Designate sacrifice areas that are naturally low in vegetative growth
- Consider buying a solar fence charger for your electric fencing.
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Definitions
Efficiency- the state of achieving maximum productivity with minimum wasted effort or expense.
Sustainability- the ability to continue a defined behavior indefinitely. For our purposes this is the ability of a
horse farm to support itself by balancing the use and replenishment of valuable resources.
Eco-Friendly- not harmful to the environment.
Green Materials
There is a wide range of environmentally friendly products available to horse
owners. Everything from recycled rubber mats to plant-based shampoos and fly
sprays to recycled plastic feed tubs and mounting blocks are on the market. When
possible, choose products that are made of recycled or natural materials. When
purchasing green products, consider
1.
The amount of packaging involved; heavily packaged products
leave more waste.
2.
Determine whether the product can be recycled or reused.
3.
Location: buying local costs less in shipping, uses less fuel, and
supports local businesses.
4.
The company’s commitment to environmental health
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Where Costs Can Be Cut
It’s always a good choice to be eco-friendly. Efficient, green horse keeping is healthy for your farm and
animals. That said, there are some areas where you should never compromise quality for lower cost. These areas
are:
• Routine care (farrier, vet, dentist, etc.)
• Unforeseen circumstances (illness, injury, euthanasia)
• Quality of feed – not every horse needs the most nutritious
feed, but aim to feed a mostly forage diet, minimize
supplements, and never offer moldy or rotten feed
• Bedding – make sure lower cost bedding alternatives are
safe to use with horses and don’t contain hard woods or
harmful chemicals. Rubber stall mats are expensive, but do
save on the amount of bedding you will use in the long
term.
Some areas where you can cut costs:
• Buy in bulk and carpool for group trail rides (this will save on fuel)
• Check local lumber mills for deals on wood or bedding
• Visit recycling centers to see if there are items available that you can use
• Habitat for Humanity ReStore has locations across the country. They sell all kinds of second hand tools,
building materials, and furniture.
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